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| Trnomas Jenkrns and David LowELLIN. 


DAVID LOWELLIN, was born near the ſpot where 


135 the caſtle of Methravill once ſtood, in the county of: 
 %$ * Montgomery, anno 1726, I removed thence,: 
I Vith my parents, to an hereditary eſtate of their own, ſi- 


tuate between Aberiſtwith and Cardigan, on the ſea- 
4 coaſt, when about three years old; and, having a full, 


proſpe& of the veſſels paſſing up and down the channel, 


from my father's door, my early attention was from time, | 


2 —5 ow 
ts La arte ones ies 


to warned 45 ay by, and frequent enquiries were made con- 


cerning, t | 
they became troubleſome, and often difficult for thoſe, 


em; which increaſed as my ideas opened, till. | 


gh near me to anſwer; which raiſed in me a deſire of ſeeing. | 


2 thoſe fine cities, towns, and countries; I ſo frequently. 
heard magnified by ſervanis and others daily converſant 
with me, whoſe delight was to explain ſuch innocent en- 
quiries to my ſatisfaction, whether truly acquainted with 
the ſubject or not; as ſome, who had never been twenty 
miles from the ſpot, would, from hearſay alone, enter- 
tain me with various relations of many diitant parts, ad- 


Page 
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ding plauſible embelliſhments to excite my wonder; 
whereof my indulgent parents approved, without reflect 


ing on the impreſſion it made on my tender mind, till I 


bad imbibed ſuch inclinations for going to ſea as could not 
afterwards be removed, though never intended for it by 
5 3 — 


3 he. ({ & 
my parents, who, having no other children, were both ſo 
| extremely fond of meas to gratify my defires in almoſt eve- 
| ry point; and, frequently hearing me expreſs an inclina- 
tion for going abroad, they jointly-conſented for me to 
[. viſit Liverpool, Dublin, Coxk, and Briſtol, with Captain 
Jones and his ſon Griffith, my ſchool-fellow, who had 


deen ſeueral trips at fea before. ©) 1 OY 


This youth was of a rambling diſpoſition, and filled my 
head with ſuch idle notions of the empires, kingdoms, 
nations, valuable commodities, and riches, of the globe, 
confirming all he ſaid as really true, that I was brought 
to believe him, through ſeeing the numerous ſhipping, 


docks,and merchants yards,with the elegant ſtreets, ſquares, : 


and magnificent ſtructures, contained in thoſe cities. I 
returned from this voyage at the latter end of October, 
1741, after having been full three months abſent from my 


parents, who received me with inexpreſſible joy, thinking 


it would be the laſt I ſhould ever make, having conſented 
thereto purely to gratify my carioſity, without ſuſpecting 
that I ſhould have any ſuch like requeſt to make in future; 
and, when they found me fo determined to continue tra- 
verſing the rugged element, their grief became inconcei- 
vably great, and increaſed with reffecting on their indul- 
gent eonduct, for not ſüppreffing it in time, by properly 
checking ſervants on every occaſion, which they knew 


had een totally neglected; and, perceiving it to origi - 


nate from their ovet- fondneſs of me, a return to Mont- 
gomeryſhire was propoſed, and accordingly took place, in 


May, 1742, to a houſe nearly ſurrounded with hills ang 
| woods, plentifully ſtocked with game, and fituate near 


the banks of the Virnew, thinking td wear jt from my 


| thoughts by other amuſements, namely, by hihing, 


| fowling, ſetting; cards, dice, muſic, and dancing, ith 
'ſaitable company. Never was proper advice wanting, or 


| more pains taken with leſs ſucceſs; every'/propoſal tending {| 


towards the eſtabliſhment of my future peace being un- 
| happily conſidered by me as detrimental to it; for, being 
| unable to procuie leave to ſet out, I moſt indiſcreet]y. 
ihre w off that filial duty which I'oughtto have holden moſt 


dear, and took 120 pounds ſterling out of my father's ſcru- 
in 4 
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[toire, and therewith decamped by night diſguiſed 
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| waterman's habit. I arrived at Landerinye before day- 
light, whence J got a paſſage to Worceſter city in a barge 


ſo laden with timber, and thenee to Briſtol in a trow belong- 


ing to Broadſley; and there took paſſage for Cork, Where 3 


© arrived on the firſt of March, 1744, | juft fifteen days 
o | after I left my. father's bouſe, being in the eighteenth 
in ſow of Ae mmm £3 os ng 
ad So intent was Ion going I knew not whither, that I in- 

; .  W dented myſelf for three years ſervitude with the commander 
T of a ſnow belonging to Liverpool, who aſſiſted me in the 
0 purchaſe of proper neceffaries for the voyage, and took me 
"gs on-board the veſſel, being then laden with proviſions for 
he the Weſt- Indies, to whoſe people I inſtantly became ſub- 
g. fervient, but could not reconcile my hands te the cordage, 


ey which in a few. days made them ſo extremely fore,” that ! 
I 


1 could not hold faſt enough to prevent myſelf from dropping 


5 off the ſprit-ſail yard into ſuch a rapid tide as inſtantly 
ny wafted me along-{1de; which the captain obſerving, 'he 
ng | jumped into the boat and drew me out by the hair, ju 
ted time enough to ſave me from periſhing, This provi- 
ng dential delivery from the jaws of death, in ſuch an inſtant 
re; of time, brought me to reflect on the diſobedient conduct 
ra- | ſhewa to the beſt of parents, in leaving them as I had 


SES | done, placing their inconſolable diſcontent 'in colours 1 


141. had not before thought of; nay, every fault I had been 
fly | guilty of accufed me of ey meriting all the puniſhment 
& | which the jult vengeance of | 

TY flict. Ia this fatuation of mind I propoſed to fend a letter 


ntz to my parents, in order to crave their pardon, as alſo of 
i making my cafe known to the worthy commander. But 
ind bis laudable deſign was over- ruled by a ridiculous notion 
ear of being jeered by my companions for undertaking what I 
tay had not courage to go through ſtitch with; therefore te- 
fg; | ſolved to purſue my firſt plan, by endeavouring to ſur- 


irn mount every obſtacle thus marked out by my own indif- 
or eretion; and, - bavirfy loſt our ſecond mate, with three 


ing 1 other hands, by the overſeting of. a boat, and two more 1 
un: that gave us the flip by night, one being the ſhip's cook, 
ine and the captain obſerving the condition of my hands, or- 


4175 dered me to officiate in his room. This change had the 


Ms 


heaven thought proper to in- 


nolt deſired effect in every thing but drawing water, wherein 


er- = - / - | | others | 


| A to it. But the figure I cut in pairing potatoes for lobſeouſe, 


2— — wg” —— ry rnd * 


Eat #thers were ordered to affiſt vo my nds became ſeaſonal 


making bergow, boiling beef, pork, and plumb- pudding, 


| | Waſhing. greaſy, bowls, platters, pots, and Pans, with an 7 


routing among roals, and making fires, was truly pitcous, occ 
being curiouſſy painted with' ſoot. and fluſh. ; =” 
We failed from Cove in the beginning of April, with wit! 
many other veſſels outward bound; and, having a fine been 
paſſage, arrived at St. John's, in the iſland of Antigua, a- 3 Was 
bout fix weeks after; where, having delivered our cargo, twee 
we ſailed for York-town, in Virginia, to take in a cargo of fi 
of tobacco for Liverpool, and arrived there in the month the 
of July, by which time my bands were become pretty wel brot 


feaſoned, though Kill in the cook's office, which confined 4. uv 
me to the veſſel more than others of the crew, which was | hist 


I conſidered asa kind of priſon, and my indentures a warrant * ed | 


Y and uſeful on the preſent occaſion, But, having ſmall 7 
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of detainure to keep from traverſing the continent of | that 
America, which my rambling thoughts ran ſo much on as 25 
to make me forget the obligations due to the worthy com- c 
mander.for ſaving my life in the harbour of Cove, and 
other indulgent favours conferred on me during the voyage, | 
moſt obſtinately breaking through the agreement ſubſiſting | 
between us, by artfully giving him the flip, and flying to 
the houſe of a planter for ſhelter; but, the place of my 
retreat being ſhortly made known to the captain, he or- 4 : 
dete nne on-board, and, complaining of my ingratitude, 3 6 
embelliſhed my bands with a pair of ruffles, 2 4 8 
=  faying they became me very well, as being ornamental 


hands, and the, irons being over-large, I privately drew 5 
them in and out at pleaſure, without being ſuſpeRed, till 
à ſuitable opportunity of eſcaping thence afforded, through 
the means of acountry ſkippper, who came along- ſidewith | 
A lading of tobacco, and privately agreed tocarry me to his 4 2 
friend's houſe, where I might be concealed till aſter the ſp. | 
| veſſel left New-York, for one guinea reward; and, to net 
bring it about properly, 1 ſtepped on- ſhore inthe evening, | 1 
concealing myſelf! in a buſh near the water-ſide, whence lc 
he took me in as the flat paſſed-up along with the tide a- IH 
flood, on having a quarterly wind. The next day he os 
[1 brought me into the company of Mr. George Sinclair, at 
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own houſe, near Weſt-Point, who, being made acquainted 
with the concern, poſitively refuſed to ſhelter me under 
his roof on other conditions than that of ferving him as 
an apprentice, for tne period of two years, to his trade or 
occupation of a ſhoe maker, which I preferred to the mor- 

tification of being conducted back to the veſſel, which, 
without my ſpeedy compliance, I foreſaw muſt have really 
fine been the caſe; therefore, without heſitating, the bargain | 
„ a- Was made, indentures drawn up, and properly executed be- 

rgo, tween us, when I found my new maſter's family to conſiſt 
argo of five in number, viz. himſelf, wife, and three children $ 
onth the two youngeſt females, the oldeſt a youth of eighteen 
wel | brought up to the gentle craft, who became my chief in- 


ned ſtructor, and a very ſvitable one he proved, on account of 
n his being well verſed in the French language, having learn- 
We! ed it of his mother, who was deſcended from parents of 


chat nation, and, her huſband taking delight therein, it 
It of & . 72 bt 2 >. 
2 Was more practiſed than Engliſh, that thereby it might be- 


On as n t there e 
com- come more eaſy to the family; and it fo far engroffed my 
ang attention as, conſidering my reſtleſs fancy, made theſe two - 


years ſervitude paſs on more delightful than could other- 


Fa wiſe have been expected. The pleaſure I took in the ſtu- 
ng to dy of this language ſo confined me to the thop and hoyle, 
f my RN that I ſeldom or ever went out, except in the company of 
le or-. ſome one or other of the family, who, ſeeing hovaf Beisnt 
tude, [ was to learn, took ſo much pains to inſtruct me: therein, | 
rouſly ® that, by the expiration of my time, I could not only con- 
\ental verſe in, but alſo read and write, French. tolerably well. 
ſmal!l During that period Iſenttwoletiers home without receiving 
drew any reply toeither ; whereupon | immediately conjectured 
d, till 5 that they would not vouchſafe to write to me on account 
rough 4 of my diſobedient „ 4 
ewitn 560 now at liberty to purſue the dictates of my own 
his fancy, I, without farther remorſe, ſhipped myſelf with 


| Capt. Yeats, in a ſloop belonging to Boſton, then at Weſt= | 
ter the 5 . — 2 f I 4 = 

nd! to Point, ſhe being a trader irom port to port along the Ame- 
__?_  \Fricancoaſt, and ſometimes thence to the Weit-Indiaiflands, 


ening, _.. - e a A > 5 

* with lumber, bringing rum and ſugar in return; which in 
ide a- ome meaſure ſatisfied my rambling curioſity, as in this 
day hel vellel I had the opportunity of learning the art of navigar 
air, at : 


- . - 
his 5 
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and I wrote a third letter home to my father, His reply 


tion, and viſiting many ſtrange parts, which was the only 
thing I hankered after. But one day ſhe ſprang a leak, 
in a gale of wind, having the pumps choaked with ſand- 
ballaſt, and we muſt have inevitably foundered or been 
loſt, had not a paſſenger ſhewn us how to make uſe of 
canvas boxes, which delivered ſand and water juſt ſuffi- 
cient to keep her up till we reached NME London, | 
This ſecondeſcape brought paſt things to remembrance, 


came to hand in June, 1749, with an account of its being | 
the firſt he had received from me, as allo of my m6- 
ther's death, and his own health in ſuch a dangerous fitua- . 
tion as to have been given over by the phyſicians, and, 1 
with a view to enforce my ſpeedy return, had encloſed 1 
a remittance for one hundred pounds ſterling, payable at . | i 
fight by a Philadelphia merchant, This letter I ſhewed + 

C 

d 

t. 


Ie 


to the captain, acquainting him at the ſame time with a 
minutedetail of my paſtlife. To which hereplied, you could 
not have prevailed on me to have engaged you às a hand in 
' this ſloop, through fear of bringing the divine wrath upon 
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me, had I known it ſooner ; and, as it has pleaſed God to tl 
keep you above water ſo long, I moſt humbly hope he will F th 
likewiſe preſerve you ſafe throughout the paſſage to Eng- re 
land, where I adviſe you to go without delay, as I dare 2g 
not keep you with me any longer. Theſe words, added in 
to the affecting lines I had juſt read, threw me into a kind a] 
of melancholy reflections concerning this unhappy misfor- in. 
tune; which ſelf-accuſation gave me to underſtand I had ch 
been the ſole cauſe of; and then, too late toMmedy the ne 
evil, I flew to Philadelphia, received the caſh, and took by 
'a paſlage for Briſtol in the ſhip Sampſon, with a much thc 
ſtronger deſire to be at home than ever I had to leave it; ſele 
and, after fix weeks run, met with a gale of wind in the wh 
chops of the channel, which forced us into Kinſalez whence not 

I took my route by land for Dublin, and thence to Park-gate acc 
in the packet; where I took horſe, and got home by the lat con 
ter end of Auguſt; and there only ſound two ſervants in and 
deep mourning, from whom I ſoon learned that my mo- bee; 
ther, on finding my clothes in a cloſet where I had left the 


them, at firſt ſight, fell into a kind of trembling, throught 
7 > ap Da 5 | feat ont 
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fear of my having made away with myſelf, in fome ſhape 
or other, which being followed by a nervous fever, occa- 
ſioned her death nine months after: but that my father 
was of a different opinion, by reaſon of the defire I had to 
travel; and, miſſing the cafh, believed 1 had taken it for 
ſuch purpoſe 3 nevertheleſs, diligent ſearch was made in 


* 


the ponds, rivers, and woods, for ſeveral days, at my mother's 


requeſt, meſſengers were ſent to Briſtol, Liverpool, as 
alſo to my father's eſtate on the ſea-coaſt, and other parts, 


without being able to gain the leaſt intelligence of me, in- 


ſomuch that my uncle, his family, and the neighboufing 
inhabitants, were greatly divided in point of opinion, ſume 
believing that I was deprived of life through deſign or ac- 
cident, while others believed me to have privately with= 
drawn myſelf in diſguiſe, being ſtrongly confirmed in 
their opinion by many corroborating circumſtances. 

My father's health began to decline ſoon aſter my mo- 
ther's death, and his diſorder never left him, although not 
thought dangerous, till within a few weeks of the time he 
received my letter, when he died; and all parties jointly 
agreed in accuſing me as highly culpable for not acquaint- 
Ing them with a proper account of my intended voyage, by 
a letter from Cove, which was my duty; as ſuch timely: 
information would, in courſe, have prevented the melan- 
choly cataſtrophe from having happened. This point of 
neglect threw me into deſpair, which was highly increaſed 
by the viſible gloom that appeared in every countenance z. 
though my father had, in his laft moments, enjoined his 


o | ſelect friends to overlook it, as a thoughtleſs incident, 


which any other youth might have been guilty of, and 
not to make the remaining part of my life unhappy on 
account of that, which, he was pleaſed to ſay, my own 
conſcience would, in future, ſufficiently puniſh me for ; 


and this was truly verified: for I believed myſelf to have 


been the cauſe of ſhortenipg their days, and in conſequence 
thereof had excluded my ſelf from all hopes of ſalvation. 
I chiefly dreamed by night of what I had been muſing 


on the day before; and continued thus oppreſſed in my 


mind, till, in order to relieve myſelf therefrom, I began 


to think of ſuicide z but the everlaſting puniſhment due to 


ö 8 ſuck 
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1 E 6 . 
ſuch a crime deterring me therefrom, I entered my clo- 
| ſet, and earneſtly began to pray to God to ſhew me ſome 
mark of his enlightening grace, if my grievous ſins were 
not altogether unpardonable. I remained for ſome confi- 
| derabletime pouring out my ſoul to him who gave it; then, 
ariſing from my knees, I withdrewinto the adjoining room, 
and, taking a turn or two, threw myſelf on the bed to 
{ meditate, when the following words came inte my thoughts, 
„I will be merciful to whom I will be merciful ;” 
and. gladly applying it to my own caſe, a dawn of hope 
& enſued which was followed by a comfortable nap, where- 
in methought ] ſaw a conſiderable large orifice in the wriſt 
of my right arm, which looked raw within, and dry about 
the edge, as though it had been made for ſome conſidera- 
1 ble time with the ſharp and rugged end of a broken ſtick 
or ſplit piece of wood. Upon the ſkin. appeared two 
things as black as jet, being no larger than ſmall ticks, re- 
ſembling beetles or clocks which live in cellars, or damp 
places, crawling ſo artfully to and fro about the orifice, 
| as that with all my ſtudious care I could not prevent 
them from creeping into it, where they, burying them- 
ſelves in the fleſh, ſhot their ſpawn or brood in ſuch a man- 
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ther aſleep or awake I do not pretend to ſay, becauſe I really 
3 Es: | | | thought #3 
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1 genteel ſituation to all appearance, with ſeveral companions 


„ „ 7 
thought myſelf awake, I obſerved a perſon of nearly my 
own ſtature gradually approach me, concealing all the 
way his features from my view; when near he pronoun- 
ced theſe worde, Believe, and be ſaved. Then he vaniſhed 
from my fight like a ſhadow. This unexpected fayqur en- 
tircly convinced me that I was not out of the reach of 
mercy. My hopes therefore increaſed, and I became very 
thankful for having been thus happily prevented from put= 
ting a period to my exiſtence. - N „ 

1 now viewed my former ideas with great horror of 
mind; and, in order to wear them off entirely from my 
thoughts, I determined on moving to ſome diſtant parts, 
where the affair was altogether unknown, which I direct- 


ly put in practice, by ordering my houſehold furniture, 
and other concerns, to be diſpoſed of with all convenient 
| ſpeed; and, having turned them into caſh, found myſelf 
poſſeſſed of four thouſand pounds, excluſive of my eſtate 


on the ſea-coaſt, - which brought in one hundred a year, 
neat produce. Then, diſmiſſing my ſervants with ſuitable 
preſents, to make amends for the haſty manner of it, I took 


leave of my relations and other ſelect friends, and directed 


my route acroſs the mountains for Cardigan. When I ar- 
rived there, I ſent for my tenant, and, having ſettled matters 


with him to my wiſh, I took a paſſage with Griffith Jones, 
my old ſhipmate, who, at this time, had a ſloop of his own 
bound for London, with merchants goods from Liverpool, 
having put in there by contrary winds two days after my 
arrival, Upon hearing of it, I quickly made myſelf and 
deſign known to him, whereat he ſhewed much pleaſure 


in having my company to London, where we, after a de- 


Ilightful paſlage of twelve days, arrived in July, 1750; and 
being hauled along-ſide of Cotton's wharf, I took. lod- 
gings with an acquaintance of his own on Tower-hill 
Fwhence we, in viſiting the curiolities, public gardens, and 
other places of reſort, accidentally met with a moſt inti- 


mate 2cquaintance of good family at Sadler's Wells, who, 
aving been ſome years in London, ſtrongly invited 'us 


Poth to come and ſpend aneveningat tis lodgings in Leiceſ- 


et · Square; which we accepted of, and found him in a very 


ä „ ... 0 
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ef no mean aſpe& in company; and, ſpending the evening 
very agfeeably, it was followed by other viſits from time 
to time. We ſoon became as intimately connected toge- 


left us, I took apartments under the ſame roof. Here our 
favourite diverſions were cards and dice, whereat I and my 
companion, Mr. Thomas Jenkins, were continually part- 
ners, and frequently came off winners te the amount of 
five or ten pounds, and ſometimes more, for the ſpace of 
|| a month or five weeks running, which I aſcribed.to our ſu- 
perior Kill; but was therein highly deceived for, luck ta- 
King a different turn, we loſt feven hundred pounds at 
ane fitting, whereat my partner ſhewed no father concern 
than telling me it was not the firſt time he had met with 
fuch a loſs; but that it gave him little or no concern, as he 
always got his money back with double intereſt ; and, if 
I would try my luck by joining him again, he would like- 
wiſe have this ſum, or throw as many thouſands after it; 
and, not ſufpecting any under-hand deſign, I, without any 
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geeced me of all 1 had, my eſtate being likewiſe ſold to the 
winner, and the money loſt. My partner alſo pretended 
to have been ſo far taken in as not to have enough left to 

_ diſcharge his Joogings, which he knew to be the caſe with 
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— —ö——0. — 7 


med thereof, I, without mentioning it to any other per- 


myſelf any farther concern, I procured ſea- clothes, an 
foon got a birth in a veſſel bound for Leghorn. | 
I continued in the Straits trade till the beginning of the 
year 1757, when I betook myſelf to his majeſty's ſervice, 


i 


fon, conſidered the whole as a kind of temporal puniſh- | 
ment, jultly due to my paſt conduct; and, without giving 7 


and remained in it till the concluſion of the war; which be- 
ing over, 1 continued failing to various parts of the globe 
in different bottoms, which, having nothing more than 
| | what 


ther as formerly, inſomuch that, when my friend Griffitm 


heſitation, accepted his propofal, which, in the concluſion, 


me; and, in conſequence of ſuch ſpeech, the winners 
preſented us with a hundred pounds each, which my pre- 
tended friend ſaid enabled him to diſcharge his ſervants and 
if Hodgings,. as alſo to undertake his journey to Wales, | 
which he propoſed to ſet out for the next day, leaving me | 
F to purſue what courſe I thought proper; and, being aſha- | 
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what commonly happens to a ſeafaring life, therefore paſg 
dzer as unneceſſary. _ But, in the month of February,” 
1770, being taken fick on the paſſage from Naples 
to Amſterdam, I was left behind the veſſel at the houſe of 


Mr. Dart, at the Engliſh Flag'ia Younger-ftreet, for ſick 
quarters; where, money running ſhort, I, at his requeſt, 
*% ſhipped myſelf for the Eaſt-Indiies, under tlie denomination 
of a Dane, no Engliſhman being ad mitted into that fervice 
Eknowingly. The regular wages before the maſt are eleven 


guilders per month, making juſt twenty faillings Engliſh 


money, with a bounty of 150 guilders inſtead of a venture, 
"2 which none is allowed to carry; but the money is always 
duly paid on the ſhip's return to Holland, whereto we may 
add another, which they alſo call a bounty of 200 guil- - 
ders, for which ſum the perſon ſhipped receives a note 


from the clerk at the India Houſe, payable at the return of 


E the ſhip's books from the Cape of Good Hope, purporting 
that the perſon ſo ſhipped is ſtill living, the latter being 


only a deception to all {trangers, as it is only advance mo- 


| ney, and as ſucÞ deducted from their wages, wherein 1 | 
was alſo deceived, and ſhould, if | had come home in the 


veſſel, have loſt go guilders by felling the note for 110 


before we failed ; which 1 only mention by way of caution | 
to others, I 


Matters being thus ſettled, | went on-board, and in May 
failed from the Texel with a favourable gale, accompanied 


nners by Mr. Thomas Jenkins, my Leiceſter-Square partner, 
y pre- with whom | had been ſo intimately unfortunate, whom 1 
ts and now found accoutred in a jacket and trowſers, though 
V ales, very ſick and unfit for a ſailor's employ, - The ſhort ac- 
ng me count he gave was ſo very lame and trifling as does not ap- YL 
aſha- pear worth inſerting ; I therefore pats it over, and only ' 
er per- | mention the perturbation of mind | ſaw him in being too 
uniſh- F great to admit of exaggeration. I therefore, commiterating 
giving 7 ſuch diſtreſs, made his caſe known to the commander, who 
„ and underſtood me in the French language, and directly ordered 

| Jenkins to ſuch employ as appeared moſt ſuitable to hisca- | 
; of the pacity; and, finding him unwilling to enter into the parti» 
ſervice, MW culars of his diſtreſs, I did not think proper to make any 
nich be- ¶ addition thereto by urging ſach recital ; but, on the con- 
1e globe 3 | — IM es | \ | I. Ys x 
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 trary, paſt all over as unnoticed, doing all in my power to 
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ſerve him, which proved very lucky, as he had no other on- | 
board to converſe with, though fome of the people had a | { 
little broken Engliſh. I therefore became his chief inftruc= IF | 
tor, often aſſiſting him in what appeared likely to afford |, 
him the moſt relief, whereby his affeQion was entirely x,, ; 
gained, which was followed bya ſolemn league, purpoſel 3 
made to ſtand by and ſupport each other on all occaſions. : 
We had likewiſe ſeveral French hands on-board, all of FF { 
whom J held in no fmall eſteem, on account of their being 2 
far more obliging and leſs deccitful than the Dutch Their e 
proviſions, which were much inferior to thoſe uſed in Eu- þ 
gliſh veſſels, proved ſo great a hardſhip as I did not get t 
the better of, till extreme hunger made their grout and o- b 
ther diſhes to become palatable, or at leaſt not ſo diſa- A 
greeable; eſpecially conſidering that they may be more u 
wholeſome becauſe leſs ſcorbutic than ours. -- a 7+ 
From the beginning of July to the 19th of Auguſt we v 
had frequent ſtorms of thunder, lightening, wind, and } 
rain, ſome of which were moſt tremendous; when, being t. 
in 139 caſt longitude, and 15 ſouth latitude, we fell in vi 


with a ſmall bark of 12 tons or thereabouts, ſloop-rigged, t! 
with her maſt flanding, but all her fails in rags, and no un 


living ſoul- on-board that we could perceive. The ſhip M uy 
- being therefore hove to, and the ſmall boat hoiſted out, t! 


Jenkins, myſelf, and a Dutchman, were ordered to go f. 
and ſee what ſhe really was; but how, great was our ſur- tt 
priſe on finding two black men and a boy ſo much putrified 3 ir 
in the cabin as to be ſcarce able to bear the ſtench that iſ- | b 
ſued from the ſcuttle ! which having been properly report- ſe 


ed, the captain and other officers unanimouſly agreed, di 
that the plague, or ſome other diſorder equally infec- F d- 
tive, muſt have been amongſt them to occaſion ſuch a i w 
diſaſter; and they, in order to prevent the ſame from be- 
ing communicated to the crew, moſt cautiouſly ſuppliedus F o 
with plenty of proviſions, water, and other neceſſaries, &dc 
as alſo the long - boat's ſuit of ſails and pendent, with A: 
orders to bend them and ſteer: after the ſhip, keeping 3 to 
full league diſtance from the lee- quarter; and, if we th 
took the infection, to lower the pendent half-maſt, but to th 
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keep it chock up while our health continued, without ap- 
proaching nearer than the limits preſcribed till a proper 
ſignal was thrown out. Being therefore willing to preſerve 
our own lives, we ſecured down'the ſcuttle without re- 
movigg the corpſes; and, having made fail, found eighteen 
inches, of water in the hold, when we fell to the pump 
and ſoon freed her; then, conſulting on what farther ſteps 
were moſt neceſſary tobe purſued, wethopghtourſelvesmore 
ſafe from infection while in the open air than if below, 
and therefore agreed to remain both day and night upon 
deck till we ſhould either fall ſick or be relieved ; but things 
happened otherwiſe ; for, on the evening of the 24th, 
tne maſt was ſplit to ſhivers, and moſt of it carried! over- 
board, the Dutchman killed at the helm, both Jenkins | 
and I ftruck ſenſeleſs to the deck, by lightning; and, 

upon coming to ourſelves, we could not form any proper 
idea concerning the melancholy diſaſter before day-light, 
when we ſaw the Dutchman lying under the boom quite 
lifeleſs, very much ſcorched, not three feet of the ſplin- 
tered maſt ſtanding, the fails half burnt, and only pre- 
vented from being wholly conſumed by the torrent of rain 
that fell during the ſtorm z part of them, with the gaft and 


maſt- head, floating along-ſide, the ſhip ſtanding right from 


us, at ſuch a diſtance as to be quite out of ſight in two or 
three hours after; however, on ſounding the pump, we 
found that ſhe had received little or no damage in her hull, 
therefore we cleared the wreck, and, converting the boom 
into ajury maſt, endeayoured to make fail after the ſhip, 
but were driven faſt to leeward by a ſtrong current that | 
ſet in ſhore from the ſouth-weſt, Notwithſtanding every 
diſcouraging circumſtance that occuried,, we, the nexe 
day, committed the body of our ſhip-mate to the deep, | 


with the formal ceremony always uſed on the like occaſion, 


But now, finding ourſelves unable to avoid being carried 
on the uncivilized part of the African coaſt, we preferred 
death by the plague to the thoughts of being maſſacred or en- 


ſlayed by the natives; and, having recommended ourſelves | 
to the divine protection, {tripped into buff, and, drawin 


the putrified bodies one by one from the cabin, launched 
them over-board; then, tearing dowa part of the bulk-head, 
: | Wo took 
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| „ > | 
took off the hatches to make the air circulate fore and aft; 
which being done, we ſcraped and waſhed the cabin, to 


expel the obnoxious ſmell], A complete ranſack throughout 
the bark enſued, wherein many uſeful articles were ſoon. 


diſcovered; in particular, two ſmall boxes, one containing 
fix different pieces of ſtamped cotton, each piece full thirty 
I” yards in length, with ten or twelve pounds of thread; the 
other a quantity of ſmall looking-glafies, beads, claſp- 


knives, ſciflors, and needles of different fizes, as if packed 
up for merchandiſe, with a direCtion on each box lid in 


. Portugueſe, as we conjectured by the name of St. Salvador 


being thereon, but could not make ſenſe of any more for 
want of the language. Near a hundred weight of gunpow- 
der was likewiſe found in good condition, as alſo three 
times that weight. of lèeaden ball and ſmaller ſhot of diffe- 
rent ſizes, with a quantity of gun and piſtol Rints, but no 
fire- arms, or any other thing of conſequence, till the next 
day; when we luckily diſcovered two muſkets with their 
bayonets, two fowling pieces, two. brace of horſe and 
one of pocket piſtols,” with fix ſmall axes, twelve hand- 
ſaw files, four hammers, a dozen gimlets of different ſizes, 
and two hundred weight of nails, three hand- ſaws, three 
chiſels, three ſpades, and as many cutlaſſes in their ſcab- 


Hards, all new, which appeared to have been carefully con- 


— 


cealed between the ſeam- boards under the cabin- beds, be- 


ing all we found on-board, except a few ordinary clothes 


which the Blacks uſed to wear; an earthen pot, two 


plates, three broken knives, and a wooden can, with about 


five or ſix ton of ballaſt in the hold, but not the ſign of any 
proviſions, roots, fruits, water, ſpirits, wine, oi}, tallow, 
or any other thing neceſſary for the ſupport of human life 
was to be ſeen. Having made ſuch neceſlary diſcovery, 


we jointly agreed, that the poor Negroes had not died of 


the plague or other peſtilential diſtemper; but it appeared. 
molt probable, that they, 8 to make their 
eſcape from ſome part of the Braſil coaſt, had been loſt, and 
ſtarved to death for want on the vaſt Atlantic ocean; and: 
what confirmed us more clearly in this opinion was, there 


being no pen, ink, paper, compaſs, quadrant, or other 
inſtrument neceſſary for the undertaking of ſuch a voyage, 


leſs 
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lefs or more than what we brough: from the ſhip. At this 
time we were in 15° eaſt pw, nr and 18? ſouth latitude, 


TO - 


ſtill driving towards the land, which we, according to ex- 
pectation, ſaw right abreaſt on the 29th, bearing due eaſt, 


and looking high, at the diſtance of ſeven or eight leagues, 


In this fituation, we thought it more practicable and 
likely for us to reach ſome European ſettlement on the 
Guinea coaſt than the Cape of Good- Hope, though at a 
much greater diſtance; and therefore we gave up all hopes 
ofgaining the Cape, and, putting about, ſtood to the north» 
ward; but all the fail we could make preved inſufficient to 
keep us from being heaved on ſhore by the current, which 
drove us to the difagreeable neceſſity of looking for an o- 
pening to run into, being the only chance we had left to 


prevent the bark from being carried aſhore in the ſurf, 


which, in the fineſt weather runs very high on this coaſt. 
It was not long before a ſuitable opportunity offered; for, 
on the 1ſt of September, 1770, we anchored in a little cove 


or inlet, every where ſurrounded with hills, woods, and 


rocks, except on the ſouth-weſt corner; whereat we en- 


tered with the tide a- flood, as appeared by the veſſel's be- 


ing aground ſo very ſoon that we could walk round her 
on the ſand full three hours before low water; and ſeein 

no inhabitants, or any other thing to oppoſe our deſigns, 
we therefore, both well armed, ventured to aſcend to the 
ſummit of the next adjoining hill; whence the extenſive 
proſpect we had of the inland country, with its rifing hilly 
and lofty woods, here and there diverſified with verdant 
ſavannas, and purling rills trickling down the rocks, as alſo 
the chaunting of numbers of uncommon birds, warbling 
their wild notes with native harmony, made the aſpect of 
the country to appezr truly delightful; and, obſerving that 
neither houſe, man, or beaſt, appeared in view, concluded 
this part of the coaft to be without inhabitants, and that we 
had not ſo much to fear concerning them as was at firſt 
expected; therefore, on our return to the inlet; we ſhot a 
wild turkey, large, fat, and good, whereof we made ſeve- 
ral delicious meals; but, not being fully convinced of our 
perſonal ſafety, we, to prepare for the worſt, removed our 
moſt yaluable concerns into a conyenient hole in the rock, 


— 


l which pad ſo low and narrow a paſs, that only one could 
enter on his hands and knees, though it contained room e- 
nougz for a habitation within, if found neceſſary ; ; and of 
this hole we made both ſtore-houſe and magazine, thinking 
it far more ſafe than the veſſel, which lay aground, fully 
= expoſed to the natives, if any ſhould, appear; a moſt lucky 


W circumſtance for us; for, on the eighth day of the ſame month, 
being looking for turtle and other ſhell fiſn near the en- 


trance of the cove's mouth, without any other weapons of 


defence than two axes which we had in our hands to knock 


W ſhell-fiſh from the rocks, our retreat to the veſſe] was ſud- 
bt denly cut off by ſome hundreds of Blacks, or Negroes, with 


ſmort woolly hair, all well armed with bows, arrows, and 


lances; from whom ſeeing no poſſible way of eſcape, we 
þ inſtantly fell into their hands, without making the leaſt 
ſhow of reſiſtance; and we were directly marched to the 
verge of a ſhady wood, which lay at the other tide of the 
kill ; where, having made a hal: „they regaled us with plan- 
tains, bananas, roaſted yams, and a kind of liquor that 
proved no ways diſagreeable, ſerving it up in cocoa-nut 
ſhells, which we received very thankfully, and were offered 
part o 4 monkey half raw and half roaſted, which they tore 
in pieces like ſo many dogs; but of this part of the repaſt 
we did not chooſe to partake. Preparation for reſt being then 
made, they laid themſelves down upon the graſs, formin 
2 eie araund us, with motions for us to lie down alſo. 
4 Wecomplied; ; and, ſeeing no way tocſcape, remained there 
UL about five or fix hours ; ; when, being regaled with a ſecond 
repaſt, they began in the cool of the evening to march due 
north, and continued on through favannas, with a ridge 
of hills on the weſt, till about two hours after ſunriſe, 
when we came to another inlet or opening, at the diſtance 
of 18 or 20 miles from the former; where, having made A 
halt, they refreſhed themſelves, and went to reſt under the 
ſhade, as on the day before, all except ſmall parties of ſix 
or eight, that went out occaſionally to forage and bring in 
proviſions, whereof they did not ſeem to be in want, as 
they took three meals each day, but did not ſtop by night 
till the 12th; and, after having in the like manner been 
19 conducted for about * miles to the north · eaſt, we were 
4 chen 


7” 6 . 
then ſold, or otherwiſe delivered up, to a Black or Indian, 
with long hair, who appeared to us as ruler over a great 
multitude of his own ſpecies, being clothed, from below the 
arm-pits to a little above the knees, with a veſt curiouſſy 
made of flax, or ſuch like materials, with four flaps re- 
ſembling thoſe -of a waiſtcoat, but ſomething broader, 
having likewiſe ſeveral flat bits of gold faſtened to his hair, 
by way of ornament. Many others did not appear much 
inferior in point of dreſs ; but the poorer fort, being by far 
the greater number, had only the ſkins of wild beaſts, or 
pieces of cloth tied about their waiſts, and leſs quantities 
of gold hanging to their hair. We alſo beheld a num- 
ber of cattle graſing at ſome diſtance, which we took for 
aſſes; but, on farther inſpection, we found them more like 
horſes, in height, ftrength, and fpirit, only their ears were 
large, and more like thoſe of aſſes. They were properly 
trained for riding on or carrying of burdens, of which they 
had plenty. „ dE | 

Our new maſter proved mild, humane, and gentle, to 
the higheſt degree, ufing us more like companions than 
ſlaves, both at victuals and otherwiſe, daily admiring our 
hats, caps, handkerchiefs, jackets, ſhirts, and trowſers, 
being all the clothes we had; and, when he firſt faw us cut 
things with a claſp-knite, hebecame almoſt frantic, having 
never ſeen the Ike before; yet ne refuſed to accept of theſe 
valuable inſtruments when Fealy offered up; for the Blacks 
had not ſtripped or taken any thing from us, except the 
two axes, which they took from us when they firſt ſeized us, 
and which we never ſaw afterwards, alchough we did not 
wholly part from the Negroes for near a month, during 
which time they continued bartering many of their own | 
ſpecies with the Indians for cloth es, gold, and ivory, there 
being an annual meeting with hem tor ſuch purpoſe. 

We had now the pleature of fleeping upon a graſs mat= 
treſs, under a tent, with our ng maiter, made of cloth, fo 


covered with horſe-hides as to make it proofagainſt all wea- 


ther, ſuch kind being uſed by the better fortof Indians, but 
thoſe belonging to the lower claſs were made of ſKins only, 
and occaſionally carried with them trom place toplace. Their 
iet chiefly conſiſted of fruits, rovis, and herbs, whereof 

| | | they 


i they had the greateſt variety growing wild and very good. 
Of fiſh, gelb and fowl, — — e although in no 
want of cows, hogs, and goats; they had alſo many wild 
W turkeys, and a kind of partridge, weighing ſix or ſeven 

nds, with varieus ſorts of moſt delicious fiſh ; but every #® 
beaſt, fowl, and fiſh, which fell in the way of the Negroes, | 
was greedily devoured by them without diſtinction, not 
even excepting the alligator and ſerpent, which the Indians 
We - often killed and gave to the Negroes to eat, ſome of both 
I - Kinds being five or fix yards in length, which we had the 

| opportunity of ſceing before the tents were ſtruck, 

When the Negroes returned, the Indians took their route 
towards the eaſt, through an open country, very thinly in- 
babited for about 400 miles, having about 2000 of both 
ſexes in company, with full as many horſes. We had the 
pleaſure to ride by our maſter's fide, making regular ſtages 
of about 20 miles each night, ſetting always off at ſun-ſet, 
and pitching our tents at ſun-riſing, in which we moſtly 
| continued all day, to avoid the heat, which was extreme, 
baving a ſufficient quantity of Negroe ſlaves employed to 
| forage and bring in proviſions from the woods occaſional- 
Iy, fome of which they rdaſted, and others boiled in rough 
eoarſe pots made of clay, neither glaſed within or without, 
but which ſtood the fire mighty well. Their favourite li- 
quor was a mixture made of -pine-apples, oranges, lemons, 
honey, aud water, which they had in great plenty through» 
out the whole journey, and ſometimes palm-wine : but 
the former was holden in far greater eſteem by the In- 


diane, who, inſtead of pitchers and glaſſes, make uſe ef oth 
= calabaſh and cocoa-out ſhells for drinking- utenſils. to 
Having paſt many riſing hills, pleaſant valleys, avenues, atte 
and cryſtal ſtreams, we arrived in a town, containing four if en 

| or five hundred houſes, being low, built of cane and ſticks, M dill 
I zeſembling baſket-work, and roofed with a kind of graſs, We 
which effectually keeps out the ſtorms. Here old, young, ſom 
rich, poor, male, and female, came to fee our dreſs and tha 
colour, in ſuch numbers, as partly to break our reſt, Iw. 
though nothing but civility appeared in their behaviour. in ! 
We were in like manner gazed on as we paſſed through eve- fign 
xy townand village, wyaich ſeldom lay more than five or ten aſh 
5 Hog 5 9 miles ys 
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miles apart, till we reached the capital, near a hundred 
miles farther eaſt, containing three or four thouſand houſes, 
having, in the latter part of this journey, croſſed three 
ſhallow rivers, directing their courſe from ſouth to north; 
one paſſing cloſe by the town, and, as we ſuppeſed, they 
might all three run into one near ihe Equator, or poſſibly diſ- 
charge themſelves into another running from eaſt to well, . 
and ſo fall into the Atlantic Ocean. The misfortune I had 
of loſing my inſtruments in the veſſel was now. much la- 
mented, having only half a quire of writing-paper in the 
whole, and that luckily concealed under the rock, except 
one ſheet, with an inkhorn which I had in my pocket, with 
which I kept this ſhort account, but was prevented from ta- 
king the true ſituation of this place, which, to thebeſtof my 
judgement, lies 21 or 22? eaſt longitude, and 15* or 167 
ſouth latitude. We had the honour of being preſeated tohis 
= majeſty ſoon after our arrival, and were moſt agreeably re- 
= ceived, without ſhewing more homage than that of following 
the example of our conductor, who, on approaching near, 


. proſtrated hjmſelf on the earth, which we obſerving took - 


the hint, and did the ſame, whence we were quickly raiſed 
by his majeſty's hand, who appeared in a lingering ſtate of 
health, He, for ſome conſiderable time, viewed us botk 
with a moſt agreeable air; then, converſing a little withour 
conductor, we were taken into another room on the ſame 
floor, the palace having no roomsabove any more than any 
other houſe ; hence we had as free acceſs to his majeſty as 
to our maſter, who proved to bea ſtate-miniſter, frequently / 
attending court; here we were in many reſpects as well off, 
if not much better than his majeſty, as we had delicious 
diſhes of our own cooking, which he would not taſte of. 
We found his majeſty's complaint, whereof he had been ill 
ſome months, to be akind of intermitting fever, reſembling. 
that I had been troubled with at Amſterdam, and of which 
I was cured by taking flour of brimſtone, which I ſince held 
in ſuch eſteem as ſtill to have ſome in my pocket, and by 
figns prevailed on him to take regularly as much as lay on 
a ſhilling each night and morning, for the ſpace of fifteen 
days, mixt with honey, which wrought a perfect cure 
in hin, and highly advanced us in the eſteem of both 


Ling 


% 
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VF 
king and people. We had nothing more to do than to com- 
mand, and to be obeyed in every thing we could reaſonably 


expect or deſire, which made the time paſs ſmoothly on 


till the 2d of Auguſt, 771. We had much rain in the 
months of May and June; which being over, the Indians 
prepared for another trading journey, by packing up their 
cloth in bags made of ſkins, each piece of cloth being about 
five feet long and two feet broad, worked by hand, without 
the helpof looms, from a kind of weed, reſembling flax, that 
grew wild about the country. They have noinclofures, and 


| | did not ſeem to know the real value of the gold, which their 


children had been picking up from the rivulets during the 


Whole year, and flattening the largeſt bits, by beating it 


between two ſtones, for their own ornaments, packing up 
the remainder with many elephants teeth and ſkeveles, 
T hele preparations opened a new ſcene, which gave us 


no fma]l hopes of being thereby enabled to viſit the coveor 


creek whence the Negroes brought us; and, having learned 


ſome little of their language, partly by words, and partly 


by motion, we made his majeſty ſenſible of our deſire, which 
he readily agreed to oblize us in. Accordingly, at the time 


 above-menyoned, we ſet oft with our maſter, accompanied 


th ö -by his former train of merchants, being a little ſooner than 


ot, or taken from the bulk, till we returned to court 


uſual, as appeared by our arriving at the creek or inlet 
near a week before the Negroes, who, according to the 
beſt account I could obtain, had likewiſe a conſiderable na- 
tion of their own ſituate near the ſea- coaſt, and extending 


north and ſouth to « confiderable diſtance on each ſide of 


the inlet. As to the {loop, we found nothing of her, except 


a few ground timbers, with the foot of the ſtem and ſtern 


poſts appearing to have been cut off alittle above the ſands, 


wherein theſe remains were ſettled faſt, and muſt in courſe 


have been thus cut and torn to pieces with the help of the 


two axes that we loſt; the Negroes having no tools, or o- 


ider inſtruments of iron, with them, as we could perceive, 


Our other atfairs being ſtill fkafe, we removed them from 


BY the cove to our maſter's tent, where every article, except 


thoſe wr=pped in paper, was ſeparately examined with ſur- 
priſe and wonder; but no one thing allowed to be made ale 
on 
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bly the 27th of October following; where they were likes 


_—_ wiſe viewed by the king, queen, his three other wives, 


=_ a gimlet, with about an ounce of thread, two needles, 
e three muſket-balls, a knife, and a pair of ſciſtors, being gi- 
EIN ven to the prieſt ſtanding by an altar made of earth, where- 
3 on he laid them, he made a kind of harangue, or ſpeech, 
. for the ſpace of eight or ten minutes, to the chief or greateſt 
2 part of the inhabitants reſiding in the town and neighbour- 


: — 


42, 
*% 


and attendants, with equal aſtoniſhment. Six ſmall nails, 
1 


heir hood, all of whom ſhewed a kind of religious attention to 


what he ſaid. Which being over, he took them up from the 


bo altar, walked in proceſſion before the king, queen, and 
g up their attendants, being likewiſe followed in good order by 
* all the reſt to a grove, at the diſtance of near a mile from 
eus the town; wherein was an opening, between the trees, 


veor (of about two hundred yards in width at its firſt entrance, 
ned running taper towards the upper end, where ſtood a kind 


artly of wall made with the dried ſkulls of different ſorts of wild 


hich beaſts and other animals, carefully placed upon each other, 


© and painted different colours; the largeſt, being that of 


inied an elephant, was fixed near the center, wherein having put 
than theſe wonderful curioſities, he harangued the congregation = 
inlet 2s before, when every one ſeparately withdrew to his ow. 
„the I habitation. This formal ceremony being over, a like 


e na- 


by-our maſter ; which we conſidered as a kind of duty paid 


ading re 
ide o to the ſtate and clergy, being juſtly due to them as a mo- 
xcept derate demand on ſo many goods imported. ee 


tern The clergy are holden in much eſteem; they circumciſe 


quantity was claimed by his majeſty, and as many more 4 


ſands, Nall their male children at a month old; and, according to 4 


-ourſe the beſt account we could obtain, they believe in God, or 


of the £N® ſupreme Being, who made both the heavens and the 


or o- earth; as alſo in demons, evil ſpirits, ghoſts, and appari- 


'ceive. tions, to whom they commonly ſacrificed hogs, goate, 
from £79 turkeys, on an altar of earth, ET TIS © 


except A little before their merchants ſet off og their trading 


th ſur- Journey, a cow was ſacrificed" on their altar at the time 
de nſe Jef the new moon, with great devotion ſeemingly paid to 


urt on cat planet. Being acquainted with the value 


the "Fe | - of 
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of our mercantile ſtock, as alſo with the natural diſpoſition 2 . 
of the people and manner of travelling through the coun- oo 
|, try, we jointly agreed to diſpoſe of all the goods, we in- axe 
tended to part with, for gold, negroe ilaves, and horſes, to a 
aſſiſt in conveying us, acroſs.the torrid zone, to Ethiopia; The 
which ſaid undertaking we thought no ways impracticable; e 
and, if ſuch point could once be gained, made not the leaſt ir 
doubt of reaching Europe by way of Egypt. The firſt Me 
ſtep we therefore took was, to make his majeſty fully — 
ſenſible that we intended to change them for gold, whereat orude 
he appeared highly delighted, and foon furniſhed us with rag 
about a quarter of a hundred weight of that metal in mall of the 
bits, the largeſt whereof did not weigh a full ounce ; for i 
which he took a hammer, a gimlet, and about twenty tha 
pounds of nails, in return, after having ſeen their uſe fairly IM 8 
tried. The next articles he examined were, an ax, a hand- ſeeing 
| | ſaw, and a looking-glaſs. It gave us no ſmall pleaſure to e 
| ſee his majeſty chopping off the ſmall boughs all round a the u. 
{ tree, as high as he could reach, with the ax, then cutting Fn es 
chem off another with the handeſaw, till nearly ſpent for majed 
| want of breath; and, on ſeeing himſelf in the glaſs, which nutes 
had not been taken from the paper ſooner, he haſtily ran opal 
baekwards for ſome yards with his eyes fixed on it; then, there 
„approaching ſlowly, peeped behind to and again, ſeveral | Gs 
times, before we could prevail on him properly to examine broug! 
it in his hands. As to the needle and thread, we made has, 
| them ſenſible of their worth, by ſtitching the flaps of two wich 
noblemens veſts together, as they ſtood near each other, erery 


who, on perceiving themſelves faſtened, looked greatly tance ( 
chagrined ; but we ſoon diſpelled their fears, by cutting and fi 
| them aſunder with the ſciſſors, whereat a ſudden laughter 


| them 

enſued; and, with a view to continue ſuch pleaſantry, inoffen 

Ve tied various ſtrings of beads round the neck and arms ſure! 
of her majeſty and other ladies of rank, Where with his Nartiele 


majeſty and attendants were not ſo well pleafed as we ex- not 4 
| | pected; neither did they refunie their uſual air of beha- Be in 
| viour, until we had alſo bedecked them in like manner, Iand th. 
We, upon the whole, found cuſtomers enough at court them 
to purchaſe all our goods, except two muſkets with their | 
ee Es wes 
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| arms 
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bayonets, the piſtols, cutlaſſes, powder, ſhot, with five 


pieces of cotton, ſix pounds of thread, a hundred needles, 
three gimlets, ten or twelve pounds of nails, with a ſingle 
article cf every other kind which we did not think proper 
to part with, our wearing apparel being likewiſe reſerveds 

The ſale being over, we found ourſelves poſſeſſed of about 
200 weight of gold, with two complete tents, and cooking 
utenſils of the beſt kind, fix negroe ſlaves, fifteen horſes; 
with bags and other geer, neceſlary to prepare us ſor ſo 
long à journey after their mode of travelling. One im- 
prudent ſtep nearly ruined all our future hopes of ſucceſs; 


his majeſty in viewing the fire-arms, though ſtill ignorant } 


of their uſe, appeared extremely deſirous of being ſatisfies |} 
concerning that point, and being over willing to oblige him 
therein, without cautioully reflecting on the conſequences 


| that might enſue, I loaded my piece with ſwan-ſhot, and: 


ſeeing two oftriches within reach, let fly in the preſence 
of many hundred ſpeRaters, and killed them both; when 
the unexpected report, with the flaſh from the muzzle, 
and manner of ſeeing them deprived of life, ſo terrified his 
majeſty, and other ſpectators, that. we were in a few mi- 
nutes deſerted, and left with only two negroe ſlaves, wha 
appeared ſo faſtened to the ground with panic as to be 
thereby rendered unable to get away, but ſoon after 


found means to give us the lip alſo. The misfortune; 


brought on by this unforeſeen accident, proved nothing leſs 


than a total ſeparation from all farther communication -| 


with any of the Indian chiefs, or others of the ſame nation; 
every one, both male and female, running to a great diſ= _ 
tance on ſeeing us approach; neither did all the motions. 

and ſigns we could make uſe of prove ſufficient to invite 
them near enough .to converſe and be convinced of our 
inoffenſive deſigns and  good-will towards them; theilt 
houſes were alio deſerted wherever we came, and every 
article contained thetein left to our diſpoſal, yet we did 
not touch or embezzle any thing except proviſion ; and, 
finding ourſelves thus fooliſhly deprived of our ſix ſlaves; 
and that we need not expect any other aſſiſtance from 
them or the Indians, it reduced us to the diſagieeable 


2 F _ 


| had to truſt to; and, the news flying before us from town 


off at ſun-ſet, moving on about four hours in the morning, 


| through fear of the wild beafts, or other accidental miſ- 


— — whats 


„ 


of 


. 4328) | 
| neceffity of dividing our ſmall cargo into thirteen parts 

and laying it on as many horſes, though not more than 
what ſix uſually carried, referving che others to ride on; 
and, after having implored the divine aid; we ventured to 
ſet off on the gth of November, bending a courſe north 
north. eaſt, or as near that point as we could gueſs by the | 
{ Tiſing and ſetting of the ſun 3 that being all the guide we 


to town, we found them all without tuhabitants, and the 
people at ſome diſtance viewing us in crowds, as we paſſed 
along, till the 16th of the ſame month. We always ſet 


and the ſame time in the evening, to avoid the extreme 
beat of the mid-day ſun, not venturing to travel by night 


_ fortunes we might be liable to meet with in paſſing through 
fuch a vaſt extent of unknown country; and, being at 
this time clear of the full-inhabited parts, we found our- 
ſelves unable to make good more than ten or twelve miles 
|. a-day, for want of flaves to forage for proviſions, which 
took up much time; but we were obliged to put up with 
this inconvenience, and we continued at ſuch rate, with- 
out meeting with any thing more extraordinary than uſual, 

till the 21ſt of December, when Jenkins, haſtily drawing 
his cutlaſs, at one blow cut a ſerpent through at the diſ- 
tance of eighteen inches below the head, as it was moving 
towards us, and very near ſeizing me behind. This nar- 
row eſcape put us more on our guard than uſual, eſpecially 
- whilſt ſeeking proviſions, as it happened at ſuch time. It 
meaſured about ſeven yards long, and ten inches through 
in the thickeſt part, with a grey back ard ſpeckled belly, 
in ſhape. reſembling thoſe. ſmall ſnakes we have in the 
ifland of Great Britain, Till this time we met with 
good water every day running from the hills and moun- 
tains, that were ſituate on one fide or other, as we -paſled 
along; but now, entering a low flat country, we found none 
che firſt day's journey, which gave us no ſmall uneaſineſs, 
by reafon of our having no more than what was barely 
ſufficient to ſupply the beaſts with; nevertheleſs, venturing 
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F 
on next day, we came to a :rivulet by ſeven o' clock in the | 
morning; and, pitching our tent near the ſpot, began to 
prepare for the conſequence, by filling our water- bottles, 
or rather bags, conſiſting of . twenty-four in number, | 
each bag holding about five gallons, Engliſh meaſure, } 


being made. of cow-hides, faſtened two and two together ' | 
by the Indians, for the puipoſe of hanging acroſs the horſes | 
backs, anſwering better than ſmall caſks, they being e- 


qually tight; and, without ſuch convenience, we muſt 
nave. abſolutely periſhed with thirſt, or returned whence i 
we came, as, in the courſe of the journey, it ſo happened, | 
that we ſeveral times paſſed on for the ſpace of four, five, | 
and even ſix, days at a ſtretch, without being able to pro- 


eure n ore water than whbat- was carried in thoſe bage, | 


which tcok ſo much time in filling, as thereby to keep us 
from ſetting off till day-light- next morning. 
We continued our route thraugh the ſame flat country, 
moſtly knee-deep. in graſs, amongſt: which lay many ſer- 
pents ; but none happened in our way ſo large as that be- 
fore deſcribed. We ſcldom got ſight of any hills, and 
what few we ſaw appeared very low. On the firſt of 
February, 1772, we came into very wet and ſwampy 
ground, more plentifully ſtocked with - alligators than in 
any other part of our journey; by which we conjectured 
that we were drawing near the banks of ſome. river, 
which the. lofty trees in tront concealed from our fight ; 
accordingly, aſcending the top of a tree, I ſaw the river 
at no great diftance, appearing to be near a mile acroſs 
in the narroweſt part, directing its courſe from eaſt to weſt, 
but in a circular ferm, reſembling that of a half- moon, 
into whole bite, or hollow, we had accidentally fallen; 

and, being unable to crcfs with the cattle, we were 


obliged to alter our route due eaſt, keeping along the 


ſouth- ſide, till a place ſhallow enough tc paſs over it 
might offer. Nothing more diſpiriting could well have 


happened, for, from day to day, and week to week, we 


ſearched for the long-wiſhed for ſpot without ſucceſs ;: 
and what made. this diſappointment. ſtill more diſtreſſirg, 
: . Was 


A (9) 
was our meeting with another river, which diſcharged itſelf 
into that from the ſouth, and appeared equally difficult to 
eroſs. This reduced us to the diſagreeable neceſſity of tra- 
verſing its courſe, as we had done the former; After all, 
we were obliged to encamp on the weſt ſide till after the 
wet ſeaſon, which began on the 17th of April. 
In the courſe of the journey, which we ſuppoſe to be 
| 31700 or 1200 miles, few black people came in view, 
and thoſe at ſuch à diſtance, that we could not tell whether 
| they were Indians or negroes. We ſaw many elephants, 


| and found ſeveral large teeth lying on the ground, bur did 


not judge them worth carrying away. We once thought 
| we ſaw a lion at a diſtance, but were not certain; how- 
| ever, a leopard came full in view. We alſo ſaw a num- 
ber of monkies of different colours, with many wild. cat- 
tle, horſes, buffaloes, deer, goats, and other four · legged 
animals; but the moſt terrible ef all was the barking 
of wolves, which frightfully echoed from the woods by 
night; and the alligators. To ſecure us from theſe, we 
always we a fire burning by night near our tent, 
where the horſes gontinually graſed, having been, as we 
ſuppoſe, regularly trained to ſuch a habit. The whole 
| fifteen were ſtill in good order, and our health no way 
| impaired 3 and we returned thanks for ſuch a valuable 
i bleſſing. - — „ 72 | oF "IE | 
On the th of July, we reſumed our journey, it 


| having for ſome time been dry, and the river, which had 


| overflowed a large tract of land, drawn within its banks. 


On the 18th, we ſaw large hills right before us; on the 


| 21ſt, we came to three huts in a valley, near the foot of 
| a hill, which had ten negroes of both ſexes in them, 
| who at firſt ſeemed timorous and fearful, but, growing 


. boider, they at length- conducted us to a ſafe paſſage over 
| the river, for which piece of ſervice we gave them ſix 


| ſmall nails, a needle, and a ſkain of thread, wherewith 
they ſeemed very well pleaſed. Hence, we changed 


[ our route to north-eaſt, as near as we could think, in- 
| tending to fall in with the other river, where it might 
_— - 5 | | be 
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' obſerved them hovering at ſome diſtance in parties of 


LW. Oo | 
be found paſible, We met now and then with riſing | 
hills and pleaſant vellies, thinly inhabited with Negroes, | 
{ome of whom attempted to ſeize our horſes, but I fired 
my piece over their heads, which made them fly to a 

great diſtance; others behaved civilly, in bringing us 
palm-wine, fruits, yams, and cocoa-nuts, for which we 
made ſuitable returns, and offered to purchaſe one or two 
of their people, but they refuſed to ſell any. In the low | 
flat country we ſaw but few, and theſe ſo very ſhy as 
always to keep a ſufficient diſtance from us; yet theſe few _ 
made the face of the country far more lively and 'pleaſant 

to paſs through than that in the former part of our journey 


had been. 


On the 13th of Auguſt, we fell in with a river, di- i 
recting its courſe from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, whoſe Þ} 


banks we traced till the 15th, and then creſſed it ſafe near 


the foot of a hill, where obſerving the high lands to run 
along farther eaſt, and, the nearer we approached, the more 
inhabitants there ſeemed to be, who frequently ſhewed 
ſtrong inclinations to moleſt us; we therefore agreed to tra 
vel in the flat, but keep as near the high land as we could 
with fafety, looking upon this as a branch only, and that 
we might expect to find the main river lying ſtill before us, 
which proved to be the caſe ; for, after this, we met with 
running ſtreams far more frequently, as a week ſeldom ꝑaſ- 
ſed without our having one more or of them to croſs. The 


inhabitants of the plain alſo grew bolder, and by the 20th 1 


of September, when we ſaw hills right a- head, their num- 
bers were ſo increaſed, that we thought it dangerous to 
proceed farther. Upon this we once more took ouf route 
que north, for we well knew that the main body of the river 
lay that way, if we had not already paſſed over it, keeping 


as far from the high land as uſual, On the 4th of Octo- 


ber, we fell in with it, but it was ſtill impaſſible, though 

not more than 200 yards acroſs, which obliged us to trace 
its banks towards the bills, in the ſight of Blacks every day, 
whoſe numbers multiplied as we drew near, till we at lengttr 
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| fix or ſeven together, as though intent on making us their 
prey; we therefore prepared for the expected attack, by 
| #5: 4 ahh piſtols, and moving on with fixed bayonets, 
baving loſt our fowling-pieces in the ſloop, On the 
9th we came to riſing ground, where the ſtream appeared 
ſhallow encugh to croſs, and the Blacks obſerving us 
| deſcend the bank, which was not over ſteep on the other 
fide, quickly joined all their parties into one body, ma- 
King upwards of twenty in all, and proved ſo very ſwift of 
foot, as to lay hold of every horſe we had before they 
reached the water's: edge; theſe two we rode. on being 
ſurrounded. by nine or ten, who aimed to pull us off; 
but having placed ourſelves cloſe together, two of the 
|- boldeſt were inſtantly fun through the body with our 

bayonets, which did not put an end to their deſigns, or 
prevent the reſt from endeavouring to pull the lading 
from off our other horſes; nay, ſo fully bent were they 


oa our deſtruction, that with two wooden ſpears, the 


only weapon they had among them, our two nags were 
both killed, and we were obliged to defend ourſelves on 
foot, and to uſe fire- arms for the preſervation of our lives, 
S Wedifpatched half a dozen with our piſtols in leſs than 
| two minutes, and obſerving two others make up the bank, 


laden with bags from off the horſes, we took aim with | 


our muſkets, and proved lucky. enough to drop them 
both, which ſtruck the 1eſt with ſuch a panic, as to make 
them diſperſe different ways, leaving ten of their com- 
panions either killed, or ſo wounded, as, in our opinion, 
they could not recover. We then put our ladings to 
rights, and croſſed the river with thirteen horſes, having 
loſt the other two in this unhappy affair; and ſeeing 
other parties of Black on this fide, in order to avoid the 
” ſpilling of more-blood, we took our route due weſt; keep- 
ing near the water-ſide till the 14th, when, perceiving 
ourſelves to be out of all danger of future attacks from 
their numbers, we changed our route for the northward, 
purſuing that line till the 18th, when the rains ſet in 
| with ſuch violence as obliged us to. incamp, and remain 
in or near that ſpot till the 15th of December, not ha- 
_—_ 5 8 ving 
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ving made good three days journey during that ſpace of 


time; a cireumſtance we could not otherwiſe account for, 


except that of our being got 10 or 11 degrees nearer the 
equator, having, during the months we were at the In- 


dian town, obſerved only now and then a thunder ſtorm to 
happen, and thoſe of too ſhort duration to obſtruct their 


trading journies. 8 | 
Hence we continued on our uſual route in the ſight of 
Blacks, or their huts, almoſt every day, till the 24th of 


January, 1773; when we came to ſuch extenſive ſands in 


front as the beſt eye could not ſee over, alſo lying on our 
right and left, where the horſes feet ſunk down fo low as 


rendered all our efforts to croſs, them entirely uſeleſs, being 
| ſurrounded with uncommon dangers on every {02 ; Ethio- 


pia, the only civilized part we expected to reach, being 
ſeparated from us by this ſandy deſart, though at no great- 
er diſtance than about five or ſix hundred miles in our o- 


pinion ; it was therefore agreed that we muſt either find 


means to paſs over them, or never return to Europe. 


Our affairs therefore being thought more deſperate than 
ever, we again turned towards the Negroes in the eaſt, 


chiefly keeping the ſands in view, till our retreat was cut 
off, on the 29th, by a party of fifteen, or thereabouts, 
while as many more ſhewed themſelves in front, to all ap- 
pearance fully bent on putting a final end to our future 
travels. We therefofe, without farther heſitation, ſhot 
both their leaders, while briſkly marching up in front and 
rear, which diſperſed the reſt among the trees, wherewith 
the country, though flat, was very well ſupplied ; affording 
many places of . concealment, whence they might, ane 
time or other, fall upon us by ſurprize, which was more 


* 


likely to happen, as their numbers daily multiplied ; and, 
ſeeing, no end to the ſands, though we believed this to be 


the ſhorteſt way to it if we could paſs on, which ſecmed 
impoſſible on account of the diſtance we might have to 
travel a:nong the Blacks, we, for the preſervation of our 
lives, agreed to return back and ſeek for a paſſage in the 


weſt, though attended with ever ſo much tatigue and 
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labour; even preferring all other difficulties and dangers 
that might befall us, to thoſe of being robbed and maſſa- 


* 


| cred by theſe uncivilized Negroes, of whom we, by 
turning to the oppoſite point, loſt ſight in ten or eleven 


days, ftill having the ſands in view, but no inhabitants 
to diſpute our paſſage if it could be found that way. 


0 We continued on till the beginning of March, when 


we ſaw the good land circling round, by little and little, 


till it ran along at about north-weſt, On the 17th of 


March it began to mizzle and rain, and daily continued, 


' with very little intermiſſion, till the 6ch of April follow- 


ing; during which time our travelling had not been 
thereby delayed, as it cooled the air, and enabled us to get 
on a little faſter, not being attended with ſuch dreadful 


| forms as uſually happened in other parts of the country; 
"when, obſerving the vegetable part circle round to the 
- ſouth-weſt, we found ourſelves on the moſt northerly ' 


point, near three parts ſurrounded by ſands, which at ihis 


; time were ſo faſtened with continual rains as to be there- 
by rendered much better for the cattle to travel on than 


graſs, Being therefore unwilling to let flip ſuch a favour- 
able opportunity, we procured ſome fruits, roots, and 
herbs, with the part of a hog ready dreſt; then, loading 
the cattle with as much water and graſs as they could 
well carry, we recommended ourſelves to the Almighty's 
protection, and at day-break, on the 6th, ventured upon 


a the ſands, taking our route northerly, by the direction of 


the ſun, as it now and then peeped through the miſt, 
We proved lucky enough to arrive ſafe in a vegetable 
country next evening, lying at the diftance of forty 
miles or thereabouts, although the former part of our 
Journey. did not, in our opinion, exceed ten miles a 
day, one day with another. Having therefore returned 
thanks to Almighty God for ſuch marks of his divine 
| Favour, manifeſtly ſhewed in ſafely guiding us acroſs 


then purſued our route in the ſame line of direction till 
the 15th, when again the ſands appeared in front, being 
too extenſive to croſs, which repeated trials at length 

| | | convinced 


— [ 


— 


theſe dangerous ſands, we gave the cattle three days reſt”; 
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at all other times, ſoft and impaſſable. 
months we found ourſelves on a fruitful ſpot, incloſed 


w 
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convinced us of; as, alſo, that ſuch like mizzling rain 


fell twice a year, chiefly ſetting in near the middle of 
March, and ceaſing in the beginning of May; and 


| _ from the latter end of September to the middle of 


ovember, continually faſtening the fands, which were, 


During the dry 


on every fide with deſerts, containing about 200 miles in 


main land, from the different parts of the eaſt, weſt, and 
north, fides, we ſpared no pains, having thereby loſt three 
of our beſt cattle, in ſoft holes or quickſands, by the 
month of November, 17974, when the conſequential re- 
ſult of ſo many difappointments, continually attended 
with ſuch uncommon fatigue in the wet, proved nothin 
leſs than a ſudden decline of my fellow-traveller's health, 


who, being ſeized with a pain throughout his limbs, 


was thereby ſhortly reduced to uncommon diſtreſs and 
miſery, without hope of a proper remedy ; for want 
whereof the diſorder increaſed, his ſtomach failed, his 


fleſn declined, his voice became _ low, his body weak, 
and pain ſo great as not to bear turning without making 
Y pitiful groans; and, when he ſaw me truly diligent in 


procuring every thing within the reach of my power, 
and carefully adminiſtering to his relief, with real marks 
of true compaſſion for ſuch his unhappy condition, fre- 
queritly trembling at the thoughts of being ſeparated by 
death, and ſo reduced to a far more dteary fituation. - 
than before, he exclaimed, Alas ! if you knew but 
all, you- would not think ſo much of parting from 
me, notwithſtanding the conſequence of your being left 
by yourſelf in this loneſome place, which ſomething 


foretels me will aſſuredly happen; as alſo, that kind 


Providence will afterwards releaſe and bring you ſafe 

back to Europe. Know then, that, as the words of a 
dying man, what I am going to add may be depended 
upon as really true, I 1 long ſince preſſed in mind 


© 


length, from eaſt to weſt, and half that extent in the - - | 
broadeſt part, from north to ſouth, having gone over 
the whole completely; and, in ſtruggling to gain the 
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„ to q. (cloſe the ſame, but: my ſtubborn heart weld not 
give. way thereto; and, however great your ſurprize may 
be, it is no leſs true 8 I came to London with my for- 
tune, which you know to be conſiderable and, think- 


formed an acquaintance with ſeveral young gentlemen, 
| whoſe” ſubſtance was far above the reach of my ſphere; 
| ' and, being led into their expenſive way of living, 4 
ſoon became ſo very ſtraightened, for want of caſh, . 

to find no better way of fupporting the character J ha 

begun than by cloſely connecting myſelf with, and be- 
coming ſubſervient to, the dictates of three high-lived 
 ſharpers; who ſo far explained the myſtery of dice and 
cards, and laid out the part 1 was to att for the purpoſe 
of ſecuring ſucceſs on all occaſions, as ſoon convinced 
me of their dangerous tendency, and how impoſlible it is 
| Tor ſach as ſuſpect not their deſigns to eſcape falling 
into the trap. You were the firſt I ever enſnared that 
way; for which treacherous piece of villainy I. received 
a fourth part of your fortune, being from that time ex- 
tolled as an uſeful member of their ſociety, living in all 
manner of vice and debauchery, from year to year, till 
our characters became expoled, and we pointed out as 
notorious gamblers. 


take ourſelves to collecting on the high-wiy, till one of 
the party was apprehended. by Sir John Fielding's men ; 
who having got fuil ſcent of another, in order to OR 
my. Own bacon, I flipt over to Amfterdam, and 
leſs than a week I received a friendly invitation from an 
unknown hand, requeſting me to ſpend the evening with 
an Engliſh gentleman, at A Capital houſe in the Wor- 
-mer-ſtceet, where the biter was at length bit, and I moſt 
juſtly paid off in my own coin; for, not ſuſpecting any 
cheat, I was there left full of wine, being afterwards 
ſtripped, conſined in priſon, then cruelly treated with 
Ss blows and ſhort allowance, till, for the preſervation of 
my life, I conſented to ſhip myſelf under the depomina— 
tion of a Swede, and go to Lodia in the ſame veſſel that 
| proved 


ing it ſufficient to ſupport an independent chars der, ſoon 


Our income declined, and extra- 
vagant way of living continued, which cauſed us to be- | 
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3 
proved the inſtrumental cauſe of our being here. 
ou therefore pardon or excuſe a wrerch, who has moſt 
5 donde you of all you had, and conſequently 
u to the neceflity of working for your daily 
Jay more, your being here is moſt likely owing 


Providence having brought 
to puniſh me in your preſence; therefore 
1 nat alter ſuch a wretch as the juſtice of heaven 
eſpecially as you ſee me un wor- 
to have the leaſt mark of your eſteem; but rather 
content yourſelf with ſolitude, till ſuch time as divine j 
Providence ſhall ſee fit to releaſe you from it, as a Chriſ- 
tian far more worthy of his protection than what I am. 
The open hearted manner, in which he fo — 
declared the above, ſo endeared him to me, that, not- 
withſtanding paſt failings, I could not 
I therefore ſhewed no marks of 1 a 
but retutned ſuch reply as appeared moſt likely to al- 
leviate his melancholy thoughts, 
the increaſe and contiguance of my friendly 3 as 6 
alſo furniſhing hi with a ſhort ſketch of my own 
or ſuch part as appeared moſt likely 
great a ſinner, and, if poſſible, leſs intitled to the divine | 4 
protection than what he really was: 
upon that or any other ſubje&t proved uſeleſs; for he 
Ceparted this life on the 17th of January, 1775, perſiſt- 
ing in his former, opinion to the very laſt moment, | 
therefore removed. the tent, and, digging” a grave in the 
ſpot” wherevn it ſtood, made ſhift to inter his remains 
therein, wich 211 the funeral rites due to the corpſe of a | 
departed friend, being the laſt, as 1 thought, of the human 
ſpecies [ was like to ſee, | 
I now refizned myſelf to my fate ; and, the tents being 
nearly worn Gut, built a hut or habitation; after the In- 
dian manner, and therein found the tools and nails extreme- | 
ly uſeful ; then I converted the tents and ſkins into bedding, | 
comfortable as circumſtances} 
being ſituate near a cryſtal ſtream that 
and came trickling | 


to ha very tranſaction, 
it ſo about, 


inks proper to aMict 


think of parting 
with him: 


by aſſuring him of | 


to ſhew das 


But all I could ſay | 


and made the whole as 
would allow; 
ſprang up at the foot of a riſing hill, 


by the hut, whence I had a proſpect of the weſtern ſands. 


1 next conſidered, that my ſtock of gun- powder wat 25 
more than one half expended, and, if intirely ſo, I ſhould ¶Acquai 
be rendered unable to procure any other kind of provi- WW trouble 
= ſions, except roots, fruits, and herbs. This put me on i wore \ 
a plan of catching fome young turkies, fowls, partridges, my o.. 
hogs, goats, and deer, alive, which had till this time and ca 
been my common diet; and therein I proved ſucceſsful, WM were a 
for I wok the young birds from their neſts, and caught MW tols, c. 
the others in ſnares ſet among the trees and buſhes; and IF accout! 
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vainted, and grew ſo tame as to give me very little 
trouble in keeping them together. The apparel I uſually 
wore was a cotton cap, ſhirt, and pair of trowſers, of 
my own making, with the addition of a deer-ſkin jacket 
and cap, during the rainy months. The arms I carried 
were a loaded muſket and fixed bayonet, a brace of piſ- . 
© tols, cutlaſs, and an ax, faſtened in a hairy belt; thus 
accoutred, I uſually rode and walked about the country, 
having much ſpare time, I allo examined the runnin 
ſtreams for gold, and frequently ſaw it lie in ſmall bits, 
of various ſhapes and ſizes, among the gravel, without 
giving myſelf the leaſt trouble or concern to pick it up; 
nay, fo plenty was this metal, that, after every ſhower of 
Frain that fell, I could plainly ſee it intermixed with the 
ſand in many different parts, being conſidered as of little 
Wor no more value than lead, and, as ſuch, would have 
been blown out of my gun, had that article run ſhort. 
I likewiſe ſaw it lie in many other parts of our journey, 
which perſuades me to believe, that gold lies near the 
ſurface, without a vein running downwards, as, in ſuch 
Wcaſe, it would be as plenty as copper, and conſequently of 
Ino more value. N 3 =] 
lat various times picked up ſome diamonds in the ſands 
vith much indifference; till, having procured three dozen 
Jof different colours, all tranſparent, with a few of the 
brilliant kind, every time I looked thereon my youthful _ 
ambition was had in remembrance, accompanied with _ 
elancholy reflections concerning the death of my pa» 
rents; on which account, I believe. myſelf to have been 
moſt juſtly baniſhed from the ſociety of all mankind, ta 
live among the wild beaſts, and there enjoy the wealth «+ 
I had fo much longed for, by way of puniſhment for, 
bankering after it when I had enough and ſtood not in 
the leaſt need thereof. Such thoughts were more ſtrongly / 
impreſſed when at my daily devotion, wherein I was 
continually reſigned, believing my lot juſt, and my ſelf 
deſerving of it. Frequently muſing thus, whilſt ſeated 
on a moſſy bank, lying between the hut and the rivu- 
st, on the 11th of April, 1782, I was alarmed "a 
| | re : | | [ae - 
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along with me. 
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{ the found of a human voice, coming from bebind the 
hut, which threw me into the greateſt perturbation of 


mind; however, I haſtily approached in a defenſive pol- 
ture, and was ftill more ſurpriſed with the light of five 


wWell-dreſſed gentlemen, all armed with fuſees, and ſwords 


by their ſides, appearing equally aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me 
there, which they expreſſed with ſuch tender looks of 
compaſſion as ſoon. gave me to underſtand, that, inſtead 
of enemies, I had now met with real friends, which 


they accordingly \ proved to be, civilly accoſting me in 


an unknown language; then in broken French; deſiring 
to know what ſtrange miracle had brought me there; 


. which 1 undefftanding informed them of in the ſame 


_ Kngyage, as alſo. concerning the loſs of my companion 
by death upwards of ſeven years ago; which having proper!) 
attenged to, they diſcourſed a little, Then, turning _to 
me again, ſaid, if I were deſirous of leaving the ſpot 
Where I then was, and would conſent to have my eyes 


tied up, or ſo muffled that I could not ſee the way, they 


would, in the ſpace of twelve or thirteen days, carry me 
to a habitable” country; where I might, during the re- 
mainder of my life, enjoy the company of a civilized 
people; which I, thankfully accepting,  ſhewed them my 
poll and other materials; whereat they ſmiled, ſaying, 

ſhould not be deprived of a ſingle. ouace ; for both 
that, and every other thing wo uh carriage, ſhould go 
By this time appiared three other men, 
with a number of camels from the north, who came to 
this ſpot for water to ſupply them on the deſert, which 
they were preparing to croſs; I therefore offered up my 
tame breed of live-ſtock,-or ſuch part as, they would ac- 
cept for the ſame uſe; and all being ready, with my 
gold, ammunition, arms, tools, nails, and cotton, they, 


according to agreement, blindfolded my eyes; and, on 
the 13th, we ſet off at a pretty good. rate, as I appre- 
| bended by the motion of the beaſt whereon 1 fat, 


covered with an oil-ſkin coat made of filk, as was every 


other perſon,” having alſo light tents of the ſame mate- 
| hb, that ſtood proof againſt the wet; but took very 
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ittle reſt till the 19th, when, having reached the verdure 
by my account, they incamped for the ſpace of ten or 
twelve hours; then they purſued their route over the 
graſs till-the 25th, when I was conducted to a feather- 
bed to repoſe on, which appeared ſo much like the de- 

luſion of a dream, that I could not fleep; and much 
more ſo the next day, when, having the bandage taken 


off, I beheld myſelf in the midſt of a large, beautiful, 


and elegant city, inferior to none I had ever ſeen for 
grandeur ;z the whole forming one regular circle of about 
twenty miles, with twenty-four capital ſtreets, running 


from the center to the out-ſkirts, at an equal diſtance  } 


from each other, and a third of that number regularly croſ- 
ſing them, by circling round the town, alſo at an equal diſ- 
tance from each other. The town houſe was a moſt noble 


ſtructure, wherein the city buſineſs was tranſacted; It 


ſtood in the center, being the higheſt - part thereof, 
whence I could ſee the twenty-four ſtreets, all running 
im a ſtraight line to the country, from as many windows 
facing each of them. Ninety- ſix octagon buildings of 
equal height and magnitude likewiſe appeared in view, 
with an image repreſenting the ſun, either plated or gilt, 
on the top of each; which, with a far greater number of 
other elegant ſtructures and obeliſks, on the flat roofs of 
almoſt every houſe, which were covered with ſhining | 
metal of various colours, at firſt ſight gave the whole a 
meren . ITE "2 
In the mid of this ſurpriſe, I was carefully exa- 
mined before the ſovereign prince, concerning the cuſ- 
toms, manners, numbers, and ſituation, of the inhabi- 
tants I had met with, from the firſt of my landing on 
the continent, to the time they found me at the hut; 
but, their French being very imperfect, I was a conſide- 


rable time in making them to underſtand me properly? - | 


When; fully convinced of the great diſtance the Blacks 
lived from the hut, as alſo of their being ſo thinly | 


ſtrewed, without, fire-arms, or other weapons of defence, 


a ſecret pleaſure ſeemed to overſpread the countenance of 
his majeſty and all preſent. Many other queſtions were 


then aſked concerning the 8855 Engliſh, and. other 


| European 


TRE: 
' Furopean powers, all of which I anſwered to the beſt o 
my judgement, and was diſmiſſed, with orders to continue 
within the circle of the city, as their laws would not as 
yet permit me to exceed thoſe bounds, The houſes were 
all built of brick, three ſtories high, being covered and 
railed about the top with different ſorts of metal, where- 
on the. people uſually amuſed themſelves in the cool of 
the evening, appearing to live in the greateſt harmony 
with each other; neither was their good-will to ſtrangers 
leſs, as I was every where entertained freely with the beſt, 
without payment, and never refuſed admittance to the 
top of any houſe whateyer, which furniſhed me with 
an opportunity of ſeeing the country, which was well 
ſtocked with houſes, towns, and bridges, on every ſide, 


other green fields, with an innumerable quantity of 
camels, dromedaries, and horſes. Upon the 24 capital 
roads 1 ſaw ſome laden with burdens, and others yoked 
in wheel carriages, bringing proviſions and merchandiſe 
to and from the city: coaches, chaiſes, chairs, and other 
machines of that kind, being ſeldom uſed, except by ſuch 
as could not walk; I therefore ſaw but few of them, 
Their common diet was fiſh, fleſh, and fowl, with but ; 
ter, cheeſe, milk, fruits, roots, and herbs, in the great 
eſt variety, which in drefling they made extremely pa- 
flatable, or my having been ſo long without ſalt cauſed 
me to think ſo, They likewiſe had tea, chocolate, and 
ſugar, with rum, brandy, and many ſorts of excellent 
wines in plenty, but very ſeldom drank to exceſs, or 
_ diſguiſed themſelves therewith, - Fhe numerous artiſts, 
Were truly "ingenious in manufacturing almoſt every 
Kind of hard and ſoft ware, except woollen, whereof they 
had none, but made amends for ſuch loſs with cotton, 
W filk, and linens, wherein they excelled all I ever. faw 
S elſewhere, In regard to dictinetion, very little was 
mew to the ruling magiſtrates, great men, or clergy, 
more than others; yet all readily obeyed their commands in 
| every point without complaint or murmuring. Every 
| thipg | ſaw perſuaded me to believe, that, if true Chril- 
. | | tianity 
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as alſo vineyards, gardens, corn-meadows, paſture and 
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happy of all the human race. In the ſpace of eight 
months I became fo far acquainted with their language, 
as thereby to diſcover, that, unleſs I married, and were in 


other reſpeAs conformable to certain conditions impoſed 
on me by their laws concerning a determined reſolution 


of remaining there with my family, I could not otherwiſe 
be allowed to range more than ten miles from the town- 
houſe, round Which there was a vacant ſpot of ground, 


containing about five hundred yards in width from the 
other houſes, where criminals, for murder, theft, and 


adultery, were puniſhed in the following manner. The 
two former being led three times round the town houſe, 
with a label on their back and breaſt, purporting the 
crime they had been guilty of, were then committed to 
priſon for life, and, after death, publicly hung in the 


fame place where they had been ſo expoſed; and the 
two latter, with nd other difference: than that of tying® 


the male to a ram or he-goat, and the female to a ſalt- 
bitch, with the neceſſary labels, and every other part of 
the puniſhment as inflicted on the former; nay, ſuch an 
averſion had they from the ſpilling of human blood, that, 


by their own account, no ſort of criminals were ever put 
to death by their laws; and, according to tradition, a 


moſt plentiful country beyond the deſerts had, upwards 
of three thouſand years ago, been quite forſaken by their 
anceſtors, in order to avoid ſpilling the blood of ſome 


neighbouring enemy that made war againſt them. 
They, with their wives and families, made ſhift to croſs - 
he deſerts to this place, where their poſterity have 


nouriſhed ever ſince, and lived peaceably together, with- 
but meeting 


ther nations, they, to prevent diſputes and quarrels with' 
them, chooſe to keep ſo. Hence, it appears the only 
eaſon they had, for confining me within ſuch narrow 


dounds, was fear, leſt I ſhould find my way to any other 


ation, and, by making their ſituation known, involve 
nem in future broilss. N 
| „ ' 3 s F. 2 3 
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fanity were eſtabliſhed there, they would be tne moſt. 


1 with any moleſtation from troubleſome 
ieighbours; and their ſituation being ſtill unknown to 


| They 
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They all agreed to its being handed down from their 
- ance; ors, that two. ſtrangers came amongſt them about 
100 years ago, one of whom was a Frenchman, who 
married the princeſs, and lived there highly reſpected 
for ſomething more than twenty years, during which 
time, ſeveral-perſons learned to converſe in his language, 


ſome relics whereof ſtill remained among the courtiers S 


and, the other being ſuſpected ef treachery, every ne- 
ceſſary caution that could be made ule of, to prevent bis 
deſigns from taking place, was practiſed, yet .he made 
the attempt, and, failing therein, ſhot himſelf through 
the head with a piſtol]. | 

tinguiſhable by as many different ſorts of dreſs. They were 
of a brown complexion ; but their origin I could not trace 
out. Upon the whole, in making love to a female, with an 


intent to marry, and have my bounds-enlarged, I made uſe 


of ſuch innocent freedom as would ſooner have been ap- 
proved of than deemed a fault in Britain; for which I 


was accuſed before the ruling magiſtrate, who, giving ear 
e 


| to the charge, it was made good: whereupon I was 
committed to priſon for life, as a capital offender 
_ againſt their laws, on the 5th of March, 1783. My 


wealth, being left to my own difpoſal, now became 


- uſeful, Gold as fo plenty among them as to be ſomee 
thing lefs in value than ſilver, _ | 


In a few Gays, the perſon who brought me from the 
hut, called on me, and conferred ſeveral hours with me 


concerning the laws of Britain; againſt which he at 
length became ſenſible that I had not tranſgreſſed in the 


affair whereof I ſtood convicted; therefore, on account 
of its having been occaſioned more through igagorance 
than deſign, he promiſed to get my fentence altered to 
that of baniſhment to a country, whence I might 


eaſily find my way to Europe, if I would agree to be 


_ conveyed away in the ſame manner he brought me from 
the hut. An offer, the moſt pleaſing of all that could 
have been made in my then ſituation, which I moſt 
thankfully accepted of. He thereat appeared ſo well 


1 __ 


They ſtyle themſelves. the Five Tribes, and were diſ- 
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eafed as not to part wi 

hat a heinous light the crime, I had ſo inadvertently com- 
iitted, was looked on amongſt them. He declared, rat 
he firſt ſtep which I ought to! have purſued was to inform 
nyſelf concerning their mode of courtſhip, and in pu- 
uing it might, without any offence to the female ſex t 
matrimonial laws, have procured a wife, by preſenting 


the fair one I moſt approved of with a roſe-bud, who, 


if ſhe approved the ſuit, would place it in her boſom ax 


a token of love, for me to preſent her with another, hall 


blown, that day month; and, in cafe ſhe alfo placed that 


in her boſom, I was at full liberty to decline, or preſent 


her with another full blown, at the end of the ſecond 
month; which if ſhe likewiſe placed in her bofom as 
before, the match was ſo far concluded as not to be 
withdrawn, becauſe they had two full months allowed 


to conſider of it, by converſing together occaſionally z, 
and, in caſe the man took any indecent freedoms during 
that ſpace of time, he was ſure to be conſidered as 2 
gerous member of ſociety, and as ſuch committed ta 


priſon for life, which, on account of their regularity in 
that affair, ſeldom ever happens; the affections of the 
married couple being the only thing conſidered, and, the 
ſtronger they appear to be linked together by it, the more 
pleaſure it gives their friends. They never throw wealth 
into the ſcale let the difference be ever fo great, but al- 
ways approve their love for each other as the only thing ne- 
ceſſary to promote their future happineſs. He then took 
his leave, and performed his word on the 29th of the fame 
month, by carrying me away on the back of a camel, wi 
eyes Covered, having previouſly been ſhewn. the ex; 
weight of my gold, by weighing the ſame before me i 
priſon, We travelled fix or ſeven days, before we © 
upon the deſerts, and ten or eleven more before we” 
to the oppoſite verdure; then, ſtopping a week, I wa 
allowed to have the pleaſure of looking about me in th 


tent, but no where e ſe. | VVV 
Alfter this, we had another journey of two des he 
tween the verdure and the ſands, aud fue or ſix more beton 
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ve got over them 3 whence we purſued our journey, tiff the 
' Toth of May, 1783; when the bandage was taken from 


my eyes by an unknown perſon, who preſented me with a 
laden camel, ſaying, Every thing tnereon belonged to me, 


| -wherewith I was now welcome to provide for myſelf ; 


and then he made the beſt of his way, leaving me in the 
open ſtreet of a large opulent city, without mentioning 


what place it was, or even waiting for my reply; where, 


the multitude' I beheld paſſing and repaſſing about their 


| wn affairs, on foot, horſe-back, and afs-back, with the 


\ grandeur of ſome, and meanneſs of others, . ſealed my 
ps with real ſurpriſe; and, while I fat gazing on the 


latter of theſe animals, which chiefly carried me ſince 1 


left the ſands, ſeveral perſons, thinking I was at a lofs, 


7 eame up to direct and put me right; but not being un- 


dierſtood, others drew near by litile and little, till J was 


þ | furrounded by an innumerable croud of people; from 
| 


Ls . 
| 


| 
| 
| 


which diſagreeable' ſituation. I was at length releaſed by 
|. a perſon of no ſmall. authavity; whoſe fervant led my 
als and came] to the convent of St. John, by his maf- 


| ter's order, where a French miſſionary gave me to un- 


| Gerſtand, that I was now in Grand Cairo, the capital of 
Egypt, and, thankfully rewarding the ſervant, I was 

there entertained with great hoſpitality z and, on epen- 
-ing my pack, found my full weight of gold, as weighed 
in the priſon, with no other difference, than that of its 
having been changed into ſequins, ducats, piſtoles, and 
| moidores, to the amount of thirteen thouſand' pounds 
ferling, with ſome curious pieces of filks, cottons, and 
| Mr. Jenkins to my remembrance ; and, looking upon it 


28 the entire work of divine Providence, 1 therefore re- 


ſervice of heaven and the good of mankind; at leaſt, fo 
far as my natural capacity, and ſubſtance thus miracu= 


Joufly preferved, would admit of. : 


| q 
Being informed of three Italian merchants that wers 
pretty well verſed in the French language, then in Cairo, and 


. 


5 - - * 


| Tinens, . This viſible proſpect of returning to Europe, in 
ſuch opulent circumſtances, brought the dying words of 


bound for Conſtantinople, I jeined company with them, 


0 47 ) 


and accordingly ſet off the next day but one for Alexan- 


ria, which prevented me from viſiting the antiquities | 
of Cairo, which they ſay contains more than two mil- 


lions of ſouls; but let that be how it will, in my judge- 
ment, the place itſelf covers much leſs ground than 
London, as appeared when upon the terrace of the caſtle, 
whence I had a complete proſpect of the whole place, as 
alſo of old Cairo, and the pyramids, from à different part 
of the caſtle ; likewiſe Joſeph's Well, cut in the ſolid 
rock for near a hundred yards in depth, whencethe caſtle * 
had then a full ſupply of water. | 1 
At Alexandria, we embarked on-board a Turkiſh veſ- 


ſel, and, after having touched at Smyrna, arrived at 
_ Conſtantinople, by the latter end of June. This city 
has a moſt elegant appearahce, and is, without diſpute, 


much larger than Cairo: ſaid to contain full two mil- 
lions of inhabitants, which, by its great extent, does not 
look altogether improbable. The eſtabiſhed religion 
is Mahometaniſm, which depends wholly on keeping 
the main body of the people in ignorance ; and that is 
effectually performed, by prohibiting all manner of books 
except written ones, which run ſo very high, that none 
but the great are able to purchaſe them; and this ſtep. - 
enables the ſtate to impoſe on the community whatever 
they judge moſt likely to agree with their form of govern= 
ment; pretending to have prohibited the printing-preſs 
with no other view than to keep many thouſands of book= / 


writers employed, who would otherwiſe lie idle; but, 


in my opinion, the real fact is neither more nor leſs 
than juſt as above deſcribed; however, the Turks are in 


general extremely devout, and alſo charitable, and ſo exact 


in trade, that a child may be ſent to the ſhop or market 


for things of value without danger of being wronged te 


the amount of a ſingle farthing. The men are allowed by 
law to have four wives of their own religion, and as man 

female ſlaves as they are able to purchaſe, daily buying and 
ſelling the female ſex in the public market, like fo many 


cattle, whole ſouls they conſider much inferior to their 


. own 
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# ow; Ley confequently.exc.ude them from equally ſharing 
| "Te felicity of paradiſe with them. 

Here I diſpoſed of flx diamonds to a Jew merchant for * 
KB Ges thouſand dycats, and bore him company through Bebe 
| grade to Vienna, and thence to Aix-Ja- Chapelle; where, 
being taken ill, I ſtopped ſome months, then ſet off for 
j 2 and thence to Oſtend, where, embarking for 
Dover, I, on the 13th of September, 1784, arrived fafe 
in London, after having been ſo. many years abſent from 
my native land. And, ſhewing the manuſcript to a few 
; 8 friends, they jointly adviſed the publication of 
n; I therefore gave the ſame to RokERT BARKER, an 
unſortunate blind man, for ſuch purpoſe, having ſufficient 
reaſon to believe him truly worthy of it; and alſo that he 
Wal be very diligent in the affair on account ol his living | 


Leah * thereon. | 
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